
b lue  wha l e  s r i  l anka

new oppor tun i t y
Paradox icall y,  poli t ical  turmoil  has  pro tec ted  mar ine  wildli fe  in  the  nor theast  waters  o f  Sr i  Lanka   

fo r  the  past  twent y-eight  years .  Since  the  government  has  forbidden  civ il ians  f rom f ishing  or 
t ravell ing  through  the  waters  up  to  ten  miles  o f fshore ,  ce tacean  li fe  has  f lour ished,  including  the 
pygmy  blue  whale ,  sperm whale ,  and  common + spinner  dolphins.

Two  years  ago,  the  conf lic t  ended.  Now that  peace  has  come to  the  area,  wor ldwide  interes t  in  local 
tour ism and  whale -watching  has  boomed.

Big  Animals  E xpedi t ions  and  local  tour  operator  Nature  Trails  -  John  Keells  Hotels  was  cr i t ical 
in  advising  the  Sr i  Lankan  Nav y  to  es tablish  new,  higher  eco -tour ism s tandards,  pro tec t ing  the    
whales’  pr ivacy  and  developing  safe  adventure  access  for  r esearch,  whale -watching,  and  div ing.

A l l ow ing  on l y  two  peop le  pe r  boat  and  two  vesse ls  a t  a  t ime ,  B ig  An imals  Exped i t i ons  p rov ides 
s tunn ing ,  in t imate  encounte rs  and  gu ided  pe rsona l  photography  o f  these  gent le  s i x t y - foo t  g iants 
pass ing  on l y  a  few fee t  away.

Whi le  s tay ing  a t  f ou r-s ta r  accomodat ions  a long  the  coast  o f  Tr incomalee ,  ou r  vesse ls  a re  equ ipped 
w i th  s ta te-o f - the-ar t  f ou r-s t roke  eng ines ,  t op- leve l  communicat ion  and  nav igat ion  sys tems.
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t h e  l a r g e s t  a n i m a l  o n  t h e  p l a n e t

I. march 7 - 20;   II. march 17 - 27;   III. march 27 - april 9, 2012



j u ven i le  sper m w hale

a  rare creature
The  pygmy  blue  whale  is  a  subspecies  o f  the  blue 
whale  found  onl y  in  the  Indian  Ocean  o f f  Sr i  L anka 
and  the  southern  Paci f ic  Ocean  west  o f  Chile .

The  pygmy  di f fe r s  f r om the  “ t rue”  blue  whale  in  a 
number  o f  physical  charac ter is t ics .  I t  has  broader 
and  shor te r  baleen  plates ,  a  shor te r  tai l ,  and  hence 
a  propor t ionate l y  longer  body  in  f r ont  o f  the  dorsal 
f in ,  and  a  larger  head  r e lat ive  to  body  size . 

A l l  whales  around  the  globe  migrate  f r om nor th 
to  south  to  feed,  sociali ze ,  and  breed.  Onl y  the 
pygmy  o f  Sr i  L anka  migrates  eas t  to  west ,  t rave ling 
be t ween  Sr i  L anka  to  the  horn  o f  Af r ica.

The  oppor tuni t y  to  wi tness  and  pho tograph  these 
o f f-beat ,  amazing  whales  is  onl y  par t  o f  our  unique 
t r ip.  In  addi t ion,  we  wil l  be  wi tnessing  the  sperm 
whale  and  giant  pods  o f  common dolphins .

eco-tour ism
Whales  are  acoust icall y  sensi t ive  animals  that  shy 
away  f r om noise  po llu t ion.

Sr i  L anka  is  deepl y  invo lved  in  governing  and 
pro tec t ing  access  to  these  new t r easures .  Big 
Animals  E xpedi t ions  is  on  the  fo re f r ont  o f  pro tec t ing 
the ir  pr ivacy  in  Sr i  L anka.  We  use  quie t  engines  and 
t rain  our  guides ,  assur ing  a  conscious  approach  to 
the  whales  as  they  navigate  the  warm,  clear  waters .
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amos nachoum
Pro fess iona l  photography  wil l  be  done  wi th  Amos 
Nachoum,  who  was  the  BBC wi ld l i fe  photo- 
grapher  o f  the  year  i n  2007  and  2008. 
He  wil l  be  coaching  indiv iduals  on  wide -angle  and 
ambient- l ight  pho tography  o f  big  animals .

Amos  has  t we l ve  years  exper ience  d i v ing 
wi th  Blue  Whales  wor ldwide .

Amos ’s  exp lo ra t i ons  have 
been  featured  on  Nat iona l 
Geographic ,  BBC and  the  
Discovery  Channe l .
He  has  also  spoken  at  the 
T ED conference .

Big Animals Expeditions 
r e - creates  the  same 
adventures  and  pho to 
oppor tuni t ies  fo r  you. 
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chaaya b lu  ho te l  in  t r incomalee



Worldwide Blue Whales Experience
12 years

Where  Sri Lanka

Date 	 I.  March 7 - 20, 2012
	 II. March 17 - 27, 2012
	 III. March 27 - April 9, 2012

Duration  I.  14 days
	     II. 11 days
	     III. 14 days
Pricing
I.  $ 7,900 per person
II. $ 6,300 per person
III. $ 7,900 per perosn

Registration 
Deposit is one-third of trip price 

Max No. of Guests  4
	 (only two people per boat)

Availability  Open

Facility 
Land-based operation
Daily excursion to sea on two 21’
fiberglass vessels, each equipped with 
a 40HP 4 stroke engine + emergency 
engine, first-aid kit, navigation

Activities
Free diving / Snorkeling

Temperature
In Water: 84° F
Air Temps: 90°+ F

amos@biganimals.com
415 923 9865
biganimals.com

all photos amos nachoum
dates and prices subject to change without prior notice


