
s t r i ped  mar l i n  mex ico

s t r i p e d  m a r l i n ,  c a l i f o r n i a  s e a l  l i o n s ,  b r y d e ’ s  w h a l e s

d e c  4  -  d e c  1 2 ,  2 0 1 0 

loca t ion  de t a i l s
There  is  something  that  spor ts-f ishermen  know be t te r  than  any  div ing  operator  — when  to  f ind  and 
where  to  f ind  the  big  f ish  in  the  vas t  ocean?  Tak ing  a  cue  f r om the  Mex ican  f ishermen,  I ’ve  learned  about 
several  sea-mounts  t went y  miles  west  o f  the  Baja  coast  in  the  hear t  o f  the  Paci f ic  Ocean.  S t r iped  mar lin 
congregate  here  once  a  year,  dur ing  a  par t icular  per iod  o f  t ime  when  condi t ions  are  jus t  r ight  — cold  water 
temperatures  and  an  abundance  o f  mackere l  in  the  area  fo r  the  mar lin  to  feed  on.

pr i va te  ar rangemen t s
To  execute  this  adventure  and  prov ide  you  wi th  the  oppor tuni t y  to  be  in  the  water  wi th  this  awesome animal, 
I  have  r e - located  all  the  suppor t  r equir ed  to  operate  a  div ing  operat ion  f r om Cabo  san  Lucas  to  our  locat ion 
fo r t y  miles  o f f  the  coast  o f  Baja.  We  wil l  safe l y  t rave l  a  long  dis tance  to  the  sea-mounts  in  a  thir t y -si x  foo t 
Manta  E xpedi t ion  dive  boat  to  be  in  the  hear t  o f  the  under water  phenomenon  o f  s t r iped  mar lin.  No t  onl y  are 
these  gorgeous  creatures  feeding,  but  we’l l  also  encounter  Cali fo rnia  sea  l ions  and  the  fo r t y -foo t  Br yde’s 
whales .  In  this  feeding  f r enz y,  you’l l  w i tness  mar lins  — up  to  a  dozen  at  a  t ime  — chasing  and  bat t ing  at  a 
bai t  ball  o f  mackere l  wi th  the ir  long  spear- l ike  heads,  in  a  choreographed,  as tounding  feeding  display.
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a chance discover y
In  all  the  years  o f  work ing  wi th  the  big  animals 
o f  the  sea,  I ’m always  look ing  fo r  an  oppor tuni t y 
to  learn  where  large  congregations  o f  the  bil l f ish 
famil y  — str iped  mar lin,  sail f ish,  and  swordf ish 
— are  gather ing.  F ive  years  ago  I  discovered  that 
sail f ish  feed  on  the  eas t  coast  o f  Mex ico  o f f  the 
Yucatan  Peninsula,  and  t wo  years  ago  was  luck y  to 
discover,  toge ther  wi th  local  f ishermen,  the  locat ion 
and  par t icular  t ime  o f  year  when  the  s t r iped  mar lin 
congregate  fo r  feeding  o f f  the  west  coast  o f  Mex ico 
in  Baja  Cali fo rnia.

Though  the  mar lin  and  sail f ish  are  in  the  same 
famil y  there  are  some di f fe rences .  The  s t r iped 
mar lin,  at  t welve  fee t  long,  is  a  few fee t  longer 
than  the  nine -foo t  long  sail f ish.  Addi t ionall y,  the 
mar lin  have  incredible  f luorescent  s t r ipes  across 
the ir  body  -  sail f ish  have  a  more  var ied  mul t i - co lo r 
hue .  Bo th  species ,  however,  are  marked  by  the ir 
enormous  bil ls  that  take  up  a  third  o f  the ir  leng th.

the vessel
The  thir t y -si x  foo t  Manta  E xpedi t ion  normall y 
car r ies  up  to  t went y-four  divers  — we  wil l  be 
ver y  comfor table  wi th  onl y  four  gues ts .  I ts  s t r ong 
t win  engines  give  us  more  than  enough  power  to 
surge  across  the  Paci f ic  to  the  r emote  sea-mount 
locat ions  where  the  s t r iped  mar lin  gather  to  feed. 
We  wil l  s tay  there  while  we  search  fo r  the  te l l - tale 
‘e yes  in  the  sk y ’  — f lock ing  f r igate  birds ,  hunting 
the  same mackere l  as  the  s t r iped  mar lin.
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amos nachoum
Pro fess iona l  photography  wil l  be  done  wi th  Amos 
Nachoum,  who  was  the  BBC wi ld l i fe  photo-
grapher  o f  the  year  i n  2007  and  2008. 
He  wil l  be  coaching  indiv iduals  on  wide -angle  and 
ambient- l ight  pho tography  o f  big  animals .

Amos  has  t hree  years  exper ience  w i th 
mar lin  in  Cabo  san  Lucas .

Amos ’s  exp lo ra t i ons  have 
been  featured  on  Nat iona l 
Geo ,  BBC and  the  
Discovery  Channe l .

Big Animals Expeditions 
r e - creates  the  same 
adventures  and  pho to 
oppor tuni t ies  fo r  you. 



Striped Marlin Experience
3 years

Where
Off Cabo san Lucas in the Pacific Ocean

Date  December 4 - December 12, 2010
Duration  9 days
Max No. of Guests  4
Availability  2 left

Pricing  $8,900 per person

Registration
Deposit of $3,000 
Registration form
 
Facility  36’ Manta Expedition

Activities  Snorkeling and Diving

Temperature
In Water: 75° - 78° F
Air Temps: 80°+ F

amos@biganimals.com
415 923 9865
biganimals.com
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