
humpback  wha l e  t onga

locat ion  de t a i l s
The  K ingdom of  Tonga,  an  archipe lago  in  the  South  Paci f ic  Ocean,  compr ises  169  islands,  36  o f  which  are 
inhabi ted,  and  s t r e tches  over  a  dis tance  o f  500  miles  in  a  nor th-south  l ine .

wor ld ’s  leading  f ree-d i v ing  ins t ruc tor s
For  the  f i r s t  t ime,  this  year,  I  have  created  a  jo in t  pro jec t  wi th  K ir k  and  Mandy  Rae  — who  were  featured 
in  the  movie  The  Cove  and  are  the  wor ld’s  leading  f r ee -div ing  ins truc tors .  In  addi t ion  to  my  pho tography 
coaching,  they  are  teaching  a  f r ee -div ing  cl inic  to  improve  e f f ic iency  and  develop  be t te r  breathing  — 
enabling  all  o f  us  to  have  more  in t imate  v iews  o f  these  gentle  giants .  A l l  gues ts  wil l  have  an  oppor tuni t y 
to  work  wi th  each  ins truc tor  — t wo  boats  wi th  si x  people  per  boat .  This  so f t  adventure  is  l imi ted  to  t welve 
gues ts  in  o rder  to  create  an  up- close  and  personal  e xper ience  fo r  ever y  par t icipat ing  diver.

Tak ing  our  cues  f r om the  great  ce taceans  themselves  and  f r om my  accumulated  knowledge  o f  humpback  
whale  behavio r,  three  gues ts  at  a  t ime  wil l  s l ip  quie t l y  in to  the  water  to  dive  and  pho tograph  the  whales .

This  e xpedi t ion  wil l  give  us  a  rare ,  in t imate  look  at  the  tender  moments  o f  nursing  mothers  and  the ir  calves .  
Having  ar r ived  f r om antarc t ica,  they  give  bir th  among the  warm-water  and  pro tec ted  r ee fs .  I t  is  a  pr iv i lege 
to  share  the ir  space  and  to  pho tograph  these  giant  gent le  creatures . 
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r a r e  f r e e - d i v i n g  c l i n i c  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h y  c o a c h i n g

a u g u s t  1 8  -  3 1 ,  2 0 11 



humpback behav ior
The  sometimes-v io lent  competing  behavio r  o f  the 
mature  humpback  bulls  is  wi tnessed,  along  wi th 
breaching  and  tail  s lapping.  I t  is  impressive  to  see 
the  juvenile  whales  prac t ice  breaching  as  they  learn 
f r om the  adul t  bulls .  The  adul t  bull ,  usuall y  about 
fo r t y  fee t  long  and  fo r t y  tons ,  throws  i tse l f  almost 
comple te l y  out  o f  the  water  onl y  to  crash  back  down 
in  a  spec tacular  display  o f  foam and  spume to 
impress  i ts  female  o r  scare  away  i ts  competi to r s .

At  such  moments ,  when  t ime  seems to  s tand  s t i l l 
and  the  modern  wor ld  is  ver y  far  away  indeed,  even 
the  most  e xper ienced  pho tographer  can  fo rge t  to 
po int  and  shoo t . 

rust ic blue lagoon
We are  s tay ing  on  a  far- r emoved  island  wi thin  the 
ato l l  o f  Vava’u,  on  the  edge  o f  a  beauti ful  blue 
lagoon.  Coz y  in  rus t ic  over-the -water  cabins  buil t 
f r om dr i f t wood  and  woven  mats ,  we  are  hos ted  by 
an  ex t raordinar y  charac ter  and  co lo r ful  s to r y te l le r, 
Fe le t t i ,  and  his  wi fe  Mahata.  This  ‘Robinson  Crusoe’ 
adventure  is  an  unforge t table  big  animal  encounter 
in  a  natural  se t t ing  wi th  all  the  ‘c iv i l i zed’ 
ameni t ies  — hot  water,  towels ,  heal thy  hear t y 
meals  — and  br i l l iant  s tars  l ight ing  up  the  night .

In  addi t ion,  there  is  ample  snorke ling,  kayak ing,  
and  explo rat ion  around  adjacent  islands. 

the vessels
There  are  t wo  modern  vessels ,  each  24-fee t  long, 
to  accommodate  the  t wo  separate  div ing  teams. 
The  vessels  have  easy,  safe  access  to  the  water  to 
make  your  entr y  as  quie t  as  possible  — wi th  l i t t le 
dis turbance  to  the  envir onment  o f  the  whales . 

Big  Animals  E xpedi t ions’  in tent ion  is  always  to 
honor  the  animals  and  the ir  need  to  l ive  the ir  l ives 
wi th  minimal  in ter fe rence .

amos nachoum

Pro fess iona l  photography  wil l  be  done  wi th  Amos 
Nachoum,  who  was  the  BBC wi ld l i fe  photo-
grapher  o f  the  year  i n  2007  and  2008. 
He  wil l  be  coaching  indiv iduals  on  wide -angle  and 
ambient- l ight  pho tography  o f  big  animals .

Amos  has  t wen t y  years  exper ience  d i v ing 
w i th  humpback  whales  in  Tonga. 

Amos ’s  exp lo ra t i ons  have 
been  featured  on  Nat iona l 
Geo ,  BBC and  the  
Discovery  Channe l .

Big Animals Expeditions 
r e - creates  the  same 
adventures  and  pho to 
oppor tuni t ies  fo r  you. 

© amos nachoum 2010        amos@biganimals.com         biganimals.com         4 1 5  9 2 3  9 8 6 5

Magnificent breach from the humpback



Worldwide Humpback Whale  
Experience
21 years

Where
Kingdom of Tonga

SPECIAL TRIP IN 2010
Dates Aug 18 - 31, 2011
Duration 13 Days
Cost $8,000 per person
Max No. of Guests 12 guests 
Availability Open

Registration
Deposit of $2,700
Registration form
 
Facilities
Accomodation at blue lagoon

Diving Services
Two 22’ modern whale-watching vessels

Activities
Snorkeling / Kayaking / Beachcombing
 
Temperature
In Water: 72-76°F

Air
72-80° F Windy at times!

amos@biganimals.com
415 923 9865
biganimals.com

all photos amos nachoum
dates and prices subject to change and are current as of dec 2009

Kirk and Mandy Rae

Enjoying clear waters and pristine beaches

Breathtaking photography free-diving with humpback mother and calf


